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Curt Eire. 1 According to this fable, stripped of the many fanciful details 
and variations that accumulated in the course of centuries, the young bear 
is brought forth a formless mass of flesh, which the mother-bear must lick 
until the limbs appear and the fcetus takes on bear-like shape. According 
to some versions, the she-bear gives birth to its young through the mouth. The 
latter point is of special significance in comparison with the local traditional 
belief that the opossum blows her young into the pouch. Whether or not 
there is any genetic connection between the two legends, I am unable to say. 
It would be interesting to know if a similar belief exists in Australia, the 
home of all the marsupials except the opossums of North and South America. 
British folk-lore literature seems to be silent on this point. 

Although as early as 1642 Ambrosinus figured a well-formed bear-foetus 
in his " Paralipomena Historiae Omnium Animalium," the fable of the 
unlicked bear has persisted to the present day. In view of this fact, we 
may be inclined to wonder how long the legend described above may be 
expected to endure in America. 

Carl Hartman. 
The University of Texas, 
Department of Zoology, 
Austin, Tex. 

Note on the Ground-Hog Myth and its Origin. — On p. 521 of 
Vol. 32 (No. 126) of the Journal of American Folk-Lore, in the article 
under "Notes and Queries" by J. Newell Wardle of the Academy of Natu- 
ral Sciences of Philadelphia, on Ground-Hog Day, I notice an error. Miss 
Wardle says Candlemas Day, Feb. 2, is forty days after Epiphany. Epiph- 
any is Jan. 6, or twelve days after Christmas Day, — the day on which 
the Magi reached the child Jesus to offer their gifts. Candlemas Day, or 
Ground-Hog Day, is Feb. 2. The feast Miss Wardle has in mind was the 
Nativity, or Christmas Day. Her use of the word "Epiphany" makes 
her article all wrong. The Catholic Encyclopedia gives a perfect history 
of the fixing of the dates of the Nativity and Candlemas Day. 

Ida M. Schaaf. 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The Mandrake, a Bibliographical Note. — The present active interest 
in the development of the mandrake legend, as evidenced by the publication 
of four important articles on the subject, will justify the following supple- 
mentary bibliographical notes. The studies in question all appeared in 
the year 1917, and are as follows: — 

Frazer, Sir J. G., "Jacob and the Mandrakes" (Proc. Brit. Acad., 

VIII, and now reprinted in his "Folklore in the Old Testament," II). 
Harris, J. Rendall, "The Origin of the Cult of Aphrodite" (Bull. 

John Rylands Lib. [Manchester], 3 : 354-381, and now reprinted in his 

"Ascent of Olympus"). 
Laufer, Berthold, "La Mandragore" (T'oung pao, 2* s6r., XVIII, 

30 p.). 
Starck, Taylor, "Der Alraun: ein Beitrag zur Pflanzensagenkunde" 

(Ottendorfer Mem. Ser. Germ. Monographs, 14). 

1 Archiv f. d. Gesellsch. d. Naturwiss. u. d. Technik, 5, 1913. 
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Although these often supplement one another admirably, much yet re- 
mains to be gleaned. In particular, the modern developments and distor- 
tions of the legend have not been brought together and examined critically. 
Of the four, Starck gives the most usable bibliography. Many of the cita- 
tions below are at second-hand; and, as a result, it is impossible to estimate 
correctly the importance of some contributions. As far as possible, those 
which seem significant and those which promise to be unimportant are 
indicated. 

Bibliographical: 

Index Catalogue of the Library in the Surgeon-General's Office, series 
1 and 2. 

Berliner philologische Wochenschrift, 25 (1905) : 1542 (review of Ran- 
dolph). 

Marzell (Mitt, zur Gesch. d. Medizin, 12 [1912] : 367), review of 
Schlosser (not important). 

— "Volkskundliches aus den Krauterbtichern des 16. Jahrhunderts" 
(Zs. d. Ver. f. Volkskunde, 24 [1914] : 17). 

— "Zauberpflanzen" (Naturwiss. Wochenschrift, n. F., 8 : No. 11). 
"Alraune und Spiezehfilzli" (Schweizer Volkskunde, 7 [1917] : 76). 
Norlind, T., "Skattsagner" (Festskrift utgiven af Lunds Universitet 

[1918], 1 : 25-27). 
Taylor (JAFL 31 [1918] : 562-563), review of Starck. 
Voss (Jour, of Eng. and Germ. Philol., 17 [1918] : 430-438), review of 

Starck. 
Crane (Mod. Lang. Notes, 33 [1918] : 417-421), review of Frazer, 

Harris, and Starck. 
Hartland (Man, 1918 : 48), review of Frazer. 

General: 

Brit. Med. Jour., 1890, 1 : 620. 

Kronfeld, M., "Zauberpflanzen und Amulette" (Vienna, 1898), 41-48. 

Schell (Zs. f. rhein. u. westfal. Volksk., 1 : 55 ff.). 

Kennedy, "Mandragora, an historical sketch" (New York Med. Jour., 
84 [1906] : 841-844). 

Dejace, "La mandragore" (Scalpel [Liege], 60 [1907-08] : 139 ff.). 

ZfBRT, Cesk£ Lid, cited by Polivka (Zs. d. Ver. f. Volksk., 14 [1914] : 336). 

Kiixermann, S., "Der Alraun, eine natur- und kulturhistorische Studie" 
(Naturwiss. Wochenschrift [Jena], n. F., 16 [1917] : 137-144). 

Anonymous, "Legend of the Mandragora" (Annals of Medical History, 
1 [1917] : 102-105). 

"Mandrake in Folk- Medicine" (Lancet [London], 2 [1917] : 776). 

S6hns, "Unsere Pflanzen hinsichtlich ihrer Namenserklarung " (Zs. f. d. 
deutschen Unterricht, 11 [1897] : 161 ff.). 

Klapper (Mitt. d. schles. Ges. f. Volksk., 7 : 22-29, passim). 

"Mav&pay6pas" (Aaoypa<j>ia, 6 [1917] : 259). 

Tate, M., "Concerning Mandrakes" (Occult Review, 1918 [No- 
vember] : 270-273). 
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Leclerc, H., "Une plante magique : la mandragore" (Paris medicale, 

28 [1918] : 150-153 [suppl.])- 
— "La mandragore : ancStre des anesthetiques" (Ibid., 28:204-208 

[suppl.]). 
Hopf, L., "Pflanzauber und Pflanzenfetische " (Kosmos, 1918:66-71). 

Contains nothing new, I believe. 
Hamen, L., "Die berQhmteste aller Zauberwurzeln " (Das Buch fur Alle 

[Stuttgart], 1920 : 335~338 [No. 17]). 

Oriental and Classical: l 

Junius, Fr., Observationes in Willerami . . . Cantici canticorum 

(Amstel., 1655). 
Curtis, "Mandrake of the Bible" (Texas Med. Journ., 18 [1902- 

03] : 419)- 
Gruppe, Griechische Religionsgeschichte, 852, 1292. 
Pauly-Wissowa-Kroll (Realenzyklopadie, s.v. "Hekate," col. 2781). 
Kohler, K., "Seltsame Vorstellungen und Brauche in der biblischen und 

rabbinischen Literatur : I. Das Erdmannlein" (Arch. f. Religionswiss., 

13 [1909] : 75-79)- 
Schelenz, " Pflanzensymbolik bei Shakespeare" (Zs. d. V. f. Volksk., 

26 [1916] : 156), citing a Japanese parallel. 
Dennison, W., Studies in Early Christian Art (Univ. of Mich.), Index. 
Uhlitzsch, E., "Sexuelle Volksheilkunde in Persien" (Zs. f. Sexualwiss., 

5 [1918-19]). 
Heide, F., "Alrunen i det gamle Aegypten" (Tidsskrift f. hist. Botanik, 

1 [1918-19] : 9-22), with abundant references. 2 

The Mandrake as a Puppet: 
Freissauff, Salzburger Sagen (Vienna, 1880), 245-246. 
Krainz, Mythen und Sagen aus dem steirischen Hochlande (Bruck, 

1880), 148, No. 105. 
Leeb, W., Sagen Niederfisterreichs (Vienna, 1892), 10-12, Nos. 19-20. 
Ostwald, P., "Zwei photographien von Alraunen" (Verh. d. Berl. 

Ges. f. Anthrop., 1892 : 425 ff.). 
Andree, " Niedersachsische Zauberpuppen " (Zs. d. V. f. Volksk., 9 

[1899] : 333-335)- 
Sieffert, Neue Jahrbiicher fur das klass. Altertum, IX-X (1902). 
Kahle, "Zu den niedersachsischen Zauberpuppen" (Zs. d. V. f. Volksk., 

13 [1903] : 298-300). 
Monke, "Zum Kapitel der Alraune" (Brandenburgia, 12 [1904] : 472). 
Krauss, "Ein altwiener Alraunmannchen" (Anthropophyteia, 10 

[191 3] : 29-33) and references. 
HDsing, "Zum Rtibenzagel : I. Die Schnitzfigur" (Zs. d. V. f. Volksk., 

24 [1914] : 322). 

1 The foundation of further studies as regards the Oriental forms of the legend is 
Laufer's article. Note also his suggested etymology of "mandragora" at the very end. 

• I believe that I have seen a reference to a book by Heide on the mandrake, the first 
of a series on the subject, but the citation escapes me. 
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PoiJvka, "Die Entstehung eines dienstbaren Kobolds aus einem Ei" 
(Zs. d. V. f. Volksk., 28 [1918] : 55-56) and references. 

Dobritzsch, A., "Von Alraunen" (Mitt. d. Ver. f. sachsische Volks- 
kunde, 7 [1918] : 265-267). 

Sartori, Sitte und Brauch, 2 : 21, n. 64. 

Literary Allusions: 

Mandragorius seu Historia Shahiludii, 1694 (copy in the Ridgway Branch, 
Library Company of Philadelphia). 

Cranstoun, A., Poems of A. Montgomerie (Scottish Text Soc, 1887), 
p. 61, v. 71; p. 69, v. 289; and notes, pp. 307, 314 ("Mandrag" used as 
an objurgation; cf. "alrun" so used in Pauli, Schimpf und Ernst 
[ed. Oesterley], 100, No. 136). 

"'Alrawn' synonymous with 'witch'" (Hess. Bl. f. Volkskunde, 12 
[1913] : 191). 

Kahle, Neue Jahrbucher f. d. klass. Altertum, 8 [1905] : 710-722 (Hol- 
berg calls them "dragedukker"). 

Schelenz, Shakespeares Wissen auf dem Gebiete der Arznei- und Volks- 
kunde (Leipzig, 1914), 1 : 213, 223, 226. 

Hoffmann, E. T. A., " Klein Zaches genannt Zinnober" (cf. J. G. Robert- 
son, Hist. Germ. Lit., 482). 

Donne, J., "Go catch a falling star, 

Get with child a mandrake root." 

Collitz, "M. H. G. alrune" (Mod. Lang. Notes, 34 [1919] : 52-53). 

Hilka, Lit. bl. f. germ. u. rom. Philol., 40 [1919] : 310 (a French MS. of 
1496). 

Boehm, "Volksglaube und Volksbrauch in Vossens Idyllen" (Zs. d. Ver. 
f. Volksk., 29 [1919] : 8). On Fouque's "Galgenmannlein" see Ibid., 
28 [1918] :4i. 

Desaivre (Rev. des trad, pop., 20 [1905] : 463 [Le printemps d'yver, 
1572]). 

Marston, Eastward Ho, v, iv (Bullen, 3 : 114); and Insatiate Countess, 
IV, v (Bullen, 3 : 219). 

Curto, Le trad. pop. nel Morgante maggiore (Casal, 1918), 139. 

Seeliger, E. K., Priaps Ende (a novel in answer to the one by Hans 
Heinz Ewers analyzed by Starck). 

Minor Matters: 

Berberich, H., "Das Herbarium Apuleii" (Anglist. Forsch., 5). 
Fischer, A., Aberglauben unter den Angelsachsen (Programm, 1891). 
Wood-Martin, Traces of the Early Faiths in Pre-Christian Ireland, 

2 : 197-198. 
Shakespeare's England, 1 : 524. 
Schrijnen, J., Nederlandsche Volkskunde, 1 : 130; 2 : 342 (said to 

bloom on Christmas Eve). 
Rochholz, Schweizersagen aus dem Aargua (Aarau, 1857), 2 : 4 2 ~43> 

Nos. 267-268 (conceived as a bird). 
Drijver, Velerlei beelden (Amsterdam, 1919), "Het galgemannetje." 
Panzer, Fr., Beitrage, 1 : 80, 250, 369; 78, 298. 
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Kuhnau, R., Schles. Sagen, 2 : 654 (cf. 3 : 479); 2 : 45; 3 : 16, 190. 

Schroer (Zs. f. deutsche Myth., 2 (1855) : 426. 

Korrespondenzbl. f. siebenb. Landesk., 23 (1900), s. v. "Minarken" 

(see Jahresberichte, 1900 : 377). 
Zs. f. Volksk. (ed. Veckenstedt), 4 (1892) : 165 (Almranzel). 
On the Greek "MoXu" see W. Schwartz (Zs. f. Ethnologie, 14 [1882] : 

I33-I4I)- 
The Etymology of the Names: 
Vercouillie, J. (Bull, de l'acad. roy. de Belgique, cl. des lettres, 191 1 : 

455)- 
France:, Etymologisch woordenboek. 
Torp, Etymologisches Worterbuch. Cf. "Hellraune," Gopfert (Beiheft 

to Zs. f. deutsche Wortf., 3). 
Puscariu, Rumanisches Etymologisches Worterbuch, p. 90, No. 1049 

(it has acquired the meaning "membrum virile" in Rumanian). 
See Laufer's suggestion in the closing pages of his article. 

The Effusion from the Body: 

Ebermann, "Zur Aberglaubenliste in Vintlers Pluemen der Tugent" 

(Zs. d. V. f. Volksk., 23 [1913] : 16). 
Gotz, Ueber Erektion und Ejakulation bei Erhangten (Diss., Berlin, 

1898). 
Strack, H. L., Der Blutaberglaube und Ritualmord. 
Schaurer, K., Ueber einen aus der Mandragorawurzel extrahierbaren, 

fettahnlichen, auf Frosche stark giftigen Korper (Diss. 1913). 

The Hand of Glory: 
Liebrecht (Germania, 16 [1871] : 228). 
Barham, R. H., Ingoldsby Legends. 
Ainsworth, Rookwood, ch. ii. 
Baker, F. ( A A 1 [1888] : 51-74). 
SiBiLLOT (Rev. des trad, pop., 5 [1890] : 592). 
Leather, E. M., Folklore of Herefordshire, p. 55, 1912. 
Henderson, W., Notes on the Folklore of the Northern Counties, 239. 
Kohler, R. (Zs. f. deutsche Myth., 4 [1859] : 182-183). 

Bolte has collected many references in his edition of "Montanus" (p. 
625). The two following citations may be in point: A. Gittee, "De hand 
en de vingeren in het volksgeloof" (Los en Vast, 1890 : 209-260 [cited in 
Catalogus van Folklore, No. 2753 d]; and Peacock, "Executed Criminals 
and Folk- Medicine" (Folk-Lore, 12 [1896] : 268 ff.). 

Archer Taylor. 
Washington University, 

St. Louis, Mo. 

The " Dream-Bread" Story once more. — The following verses (to 
the tune of "Pop goes the Weasel") were communicated to me through the 
mediation of Mr. Max Deutch by Mr. Frank Wolff. They were composed 
by the latter in conjunction with an employee of the St. Louis Post-Office. 



